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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

The NET Ministries team will be 

returning again this year to lead everyone 

in great retreat!  All scouts are invited, and 

you do not need to be working on a 

religious emblem to attend! 
5 Reasons to Come to the Scout Retreat: 
1) A temporary withdrawal from ordinary daily living to 

nourish one’s inner spiritual longings 

2) An active step toward embracing stillness of one’s soul 

3) A time out to deepen one’s journey towards realizing 

self 

4) A time out to contemplate and meditate in peaceful 

surroundings 

5) A requirement for working on Catholic Religious 

Emblems 

 

*Registration forms can be found on pages 10 – 13  

 

**There will be no mailing of registrations to homes. 

https://diopitt.org/scouting 
 

 

Alternative Retreats for Religious Emblem  

Retreat Requirements: 

Faith Rally   Fall Retreat 

Grades 6
th

-8
th

   Grades 9
th

-12
th

 

 

Steubenville Youth 

Conferences 
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommitteeOnScoutingDioceseofPittsburgh/ 

 

mailto:cympgh@diopitt.org
tel:(412)%20456-3112
https://diopitt.org/scouting
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommitteeOnScoutingDioceseofPittsburgh/
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Religious Emblem Training 
Thursday, May 17, 2018 

 

If you or someone you know is interested in working with 

Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts to obtain their Catholic 

Religious Award, this training is for you!  

The cost of the training is $5.00 per person and includes 

the materials, a patch, and a counselor guide.  

 

Please, call the CCOS office at (412)-456-3112 to confirm 

your place at the training! 

 

Join us for a Meeting! 
Thursday, March 1, 2018 

 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting would like to 

invite you to our meetings. They will be held at St. 

Paul Seminary from 7:00-9:00pm!  

 

We will be discussing the Convocation and collecting 

applications for religious emblems as it will be the last day 

to submit them. 

Authentic Happiness: A 

High School Silent Retreat 
Sat, Feb. 3 – Sun, Feb. 4, 2018 

Martina Spiritual Renewal Center 

5244 Clarwin Ave, West View, Pa 15229 

CCOS’s Scouting Chaplain, Fr. Mike Ackerman, will be 

hosting a silent retreat for high school men. This weekend 

will challenge the young men to invite Christ into their 

hearts through the gift of silence. There is no cost for this 

event. To register, please visit here by January 22. 

 

tel:(412)%20456-3112
http://pghpriest.com/highschool-silent-retreat/
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A Note from the CCOS Chair 

 
Merry Christmas! I’m glad to see this time of year come as a time for  

renewal of our spirits; A time of reflection and anticipation of the birth of our  

Lord. Thank you God for the many blessings you give us. Welcome Lord Jesus! 

Reflection is a good word for our thoughts today. Our committee is still  

in a transition stage following Pat’s retirement this year. At this time she has not been 

replaced,so others at the office are picking up different portions of her workload – she did 

more than work with the CCOS. That has caused some confusion at times. We are aware that 

phone calls to the office for the CCOS have not always been returned and questions have gone 

unanswered. We have heard about emails that did not get to the person intended and were not 

answered, and mail that didn’t go where it needed to be. No one has the limitless knowledge 

about CCOS “things” that Pat had. Although Pat prepared for her exit, it was a lot for anyone 

to learn. Workload changes have put the work to others who are not familiar with CCOS items 

including, books, forms, applications, medals, etc, and the processes of how things are to be 

done with medals and activities. We know you understand because when we have caught these 

situations, you all have been very gracious and patient with us. We hope you continue to have 

patience with us as we get through our growing pains. Gary (Roney, Executive Director for the 

office) is working to address things on his end, but Pat is a tough act to follow!!! We heard 

some of the frustration. Going forward if you contact us and we don’t respond within a week, 

please resend an email or call the office to check on your request. If you send an email, please 

cc: myself, and either Mr. Bill Jenkins if questions is about Boy Scouts or Mrs. Beth 

Licciardello if your question is about Girl Scouts or American Heritage Scouts. This may 

facilitate a quicker response, and hopefully nothing will go unaddressed. If you have mailed 

something to the office via postal service, and do not hear back in a week, please let us know. 

Important activities are coming up in the next few months – retreat, medals applications and 

the convocation planning. We don’t want to miss anyone in the process. Gary is in the process 

of updating the website, some work has been done, but it’s still a work in process. Some things 

that were previously mailed out form the office are now available online on the website. Please 

let us know how we can help you. 

This time of year, I want to call out for nominations for candidates for adult religious 

awards. Please go to the website and look for adult awards. Applications are on there, with 

suggested requirements for the adult participation. If you know someone who meets these, 

please fill out an application and send it to the office so we can recognize people who 

participate in the program.  If you have questions please call us. Again, thank you very much 

for your patience with us. Happy New Year to everyone. 
 

 

Thank you, 

 
Gerri Maurer 

Chair for the Catholic Committee on Scouting 
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A Message from a Vice Chair 
 

Hi Scouts and Scouters, 

 

We hope everyone that reads this newsletter is working on a religious emblem  

themselves or is helping someone else work on a religious emblem this school year.   

Please keep in mind, this committee is here to help you.  If you need trained to be a counselor, let us 

know. If you are a trained counselor/mentor or a Scout and have a question or need a suggestion on how 

to complete an emblem, please just ask.  If you haven't yet gotten your clearances to us, please do so. 

 Our committee members' contact information is in this newsletter and I am best reachable by email 

at SBethTony@verizon.net.  Please help us to continue spreading the word of these religious emblem 

programs to all Scouts.  We hope to have a great turnout of girls (receiving emblems and supporting 

others receiving emblems) at the Convocation Mass on April 22nd - SO, PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 

 

As some of you may know, I was raised in a Scouting family.  Both my parents were Scouts as 

youth and each were active leaders in both the Boy Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts of the USA, 

serving more than 40 years.  I have four brothers and two nephews who earned the Rank of Eagle Scout 

of the Boy Scouts of America.  My oldest son, Clint, also earned the Rank of Eagle and my oldest 

daughter, Sara, earned the Girl Scout Silver and Gold Awards as well as the Venturing  Silver and Ranger 

Awards in Boy Scouts.  My younger children, Mary earned her Girl Scout Bronze and Silver Awards and 

Michael is currently a Life Scout working on his Eagle.  My granddaughter, Lyla, is now a Daisy Scout, 

too!  I was a Girl Scout as a youth for 5 years and this year marks my 21
st
 year as a Girl Scout Leader and 

25
th
 year as a Boy Scout Leader. I am sharing this Scouting history, not to brag, but to prove that my 

heart is full of the love for Scouting.  One might say, "It is in my blood."  So, with the recent news of the 

Boy Scouts of America opening up registration to girls at younger ages, I looked at this news as an 

opportunity for girls to either join one side or the other - - or maybe both (like my oldest 

daughter)!  Since these organizations are different, I don’t see it as a competition but just another 

opportunity.  So, let us us continue to strive to work together in God’s love and grace and pray that both 

organizations can continue to grow - - helping to mold our future leaders! 

 

Please consider attending the Religious Retreat on January 20th at the St. Paul Seminary.  If you 

haven't yet attended one of these retreats, let me tell you a little bit about it.  Scouts are presented a 

program by NET Team, which consists of young adults (who travel the U.S.) who present an enthusiastic, 

thought-provoking, interactive one-day retreat (9am-5pm).  Pizza and salad lunch is served.  At the end 

of the retreat, we have a Mass, which will be celebrated by our newest Scout Chaplain Fr. Michael 

Ackerman.  Entire families are invited to come at 4pm and stay for Mass before taking their Scouts home. 

 Adults are welcome to sign up and stay for the day, or just drop off Scouts and pick them up at the end. 

 All Scouts should be dressed in their uniforms but do not need to bring their religious emblem books 

with them.  We hold it no matter what the whether may be - - rain, snow, sleet or hail.  I have been 

attending these retreats for 16 years and am happy to report the Scouts always enjoy themselves.  Please 

sign up and attend! 

 

Finally, please don’t forget to apply for the St. Leonard Unit Recognition Award and nominate 

adults for the adult religious emblems, as well. 

 

Always, faithfully yours in Scouting, 

S. Beth Licciardello, Chair 

SBethTony@verizon.net or 412-221-1982 

mailto:SBethTony@verizon.net
mailto:SBethTony@verizon.net
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A Message from a Vice Chair 
 

Hello and Merry Christmas! 
 

My name is Shelly BouSamra and I am a member of the American Heritage Girls Troop PA2551, 

chartered out of Wexford, PA.  I became involved in the CCOS in 2011 when my eldest daughter wanted to 

pursue Catholic religious recognition awards.  Our AHG Troop needed a trained counselor, I called the CCOS 
office, and the rest is history!  The members of the CCOS have been extremely gracious and helpful to me while 

I learned to navigate the various guidelines and award requirements.  Because our family is Maronite Catholic, 

my children and I have learned so much about both the Latin Rite and the Eastern Rite as we worked our way 
through awards and medals. After years as a member of the CCOS, I recently started a position as the American 

Heritage Girls (AHG) Membership Chair.   

 
In the last six and a half years we have seen many AHG girls at various ages earn almost every award 

available on both the national and diocesan level.  It has been a true pleasure to assist these girls in their journey 

to learn more about the lives of the Saints, the beauty of Mother Mary, and the impact of the Holy Spirit, among 

other things. At each level the girls are guided through age-appropriate exercises, meditations and activities that 
enhance their understanding of Catholicism.  It’s such an honor to be a part of that!  Additionally, many 

community groups such as Marian Manor, Little Sisters of the Poor, the Rosalia Center, the American Legion, 

the SWPA veterans home, and various local churches have been blessed in some way through the service 
projects that have been completed by Catholic AHG girls.   

 

Life is busy, and as kids get older, it gets busier!  Calendars fill up with athletics, PTA activities, 
birthday parties, dentist appointments and field trips.  Teenagers especially are pulled in many directions: jobs, 

academic responsibilities, SAT/ACT prep classes, driving lessons, and college visits, to name a few.  It can be 

difficult to carve out some time for scouting, but the rewards of maintaining an active Scouting profile far 

outweigh the negatives.  CCOS provides many wonderful opportunities for Catholic Scouts to network with 
others, while surrounded by dedicated adults who want the youths to grow in their faith and succeed in their 

goals.  Attending Scout retreats, pursuing religious awards and celebrating the annual Scout Convocation Mass 

gives our Catholic Scouts a unique identity all their own.  They can be proud of the time and effort they have 
invested in earning their religious awards, a symbol of their dedication and desire to grow in their personal faith.  

Our family found that the various religious awards were so complementary to what we were learning at church 

and in religious studies that they became easy to incorporate into daily life.   

 
If you or your Scout has not yet tried to earn a religious award, I urge you to peruse the CCOS website to 

find the age-appropriate award right for your level.  They begin in kindergarten and go through college-age, so 

there is something for everyone!  If you are not yet ready to pursue a national or diocesan award, start small with 
one of the beautiful patches available that teach Catholic Scouts about the lives of Saints, the mysteries of the 

Rosary, or the miracle of Fatima (available for 2017).  There really is something for everyone.  A family favorite 

for us was the International Catholic Awareness pin- very interesting! And for those who are start early on and 
are very dedicated, they can set their sights on a Region III pin, or Pillars of Faith/Pillars of Service pins.   

 

It is my hope that Scouts can enjoy this time, when they are able to try so many new things under the 

guidance of such wonderful adult volunteers.  Our family and fellow Catholic AHG girls have benefitted so 
much by being a part of CCOS- we hope every Catholic Scout in the diocese can try at least one patch or award, 

one retreat, one Convocation…to see how it feels to be a part of this special Catholic Scouting family.  

 
Wishing you and your families all the best this Christmas season! 

 

 

Shelly BouSamra 
AHG PA2551 

Vice Chair for the American Heritage Girls 
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A Call For Technical Expertise 

As we try to move (belatedly) into the 21
st
 century, the Catholic Committee on Scouting for 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh is struggling in our attempt to offer web-based counselor training.  

We plan to continue to offer live, personal training, but we would also like to offer a web-

based alternative for those who are unable to attend our scheduled training sessions, or for 

whom the travel to Saint Paul’s Seminary would be burdensome.  I am not proficient in 

developing training of this type, and our support staff through the diocese is bare-bones, so I’m 

hoping that someone reading this newsletter either has expertise in this area, or knows 

someone who does, and is willing to offer help to modernize our training delivery. 

If you can help, please reach out to me (Steve Bober) at stephen.bober@pnc.com, or via phone 

or text at  

412-951-6307. Thank you. 

 

*Submitted by Bill Jenkins 

mailto:stephen.bober@pnc.com
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The Catholic Committee on Scouting 

happily welcomes our new Boy Scout 

Representative, Robert Lipnichan! 

My First Trip to NCYC 
By Robert Lipnichan 

 

 Recently, I attended the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC).  The conference took place in 

Indianapolis, Indiana from November 16-18, 2017.  The conference taught me many valuable lessons about how to 

become a better Catholic and how to become a better version of myself.  I was amazed to see so many faith loving 

Catholics of similar age as myself in one place.  It is estimated that 25,000 people attended this event. 

 

 The first evening of NCYC was a faith pep rally to get the participants ready and pumped up for NCYC.  Before 
the main event of the night, the Christian hip hop artist, TobyMac, performed for an enthusiastic group of faith filled 

teenagers in Lucas Oil Stadium.  After the concert, there was a procession of diocesan banners from across the country.   I 

proudly helped carry the Diocese of Pittsburgh banner.  After the procession, hosts Emily Wilson and Father Joseph 

Espaillat II were introduced.  They talked about this year’s theme, which was “called.”  Each morning and evening 

session revolved around that general theme.  The first evening’s theme was “I called you by name.”  Emily Wilson and 

Father Joe talked about how God calls us to be his sheep and follow him to the light.  When the hosts were finished, they 

invited keynote speaker Chris Stefanick, a motivational speaker and author, to the stage.   

 

 November 17 was the first full day of NCYC. In the morning, Sister Miriam James  

Heidland addressed the enthusiastic crowd about the hardships that she had faced when she  

was young and how she overcame those difficulties through service to god.   The theme for the  

first morning gathering was “called to more.”  After the first morning gathering, I attended a  
mega session featuring Chris Stefanick.  Chris Stefanick talked about how you just need to  

be yourself.  He said that people usually follow what others want.    He told us to stray away  

from what other people are doing and do the right thing and be yourself.  The second morning  

session I attended was conducted by Paul J. Kim, motivational speaker, beat boxer, and  

comedian.  Paul J. Kim spoke about how he became immersed in his Catholic faith and how to  

rediscover your own Catholic faith.   In the afternoon, I went to see Matt Maher, Grammy 

 nominee and song writer. Matt Maher talked about how your talents do not choose your  

vocation, God does.  You can only glorify God through your talents.  Next, I went to the second evening gathering in 

Lucas Oil Stadium.   Matt Maher held a concert before the main event.  We joined monks for Eucharistic Adoration and 

Compline. 

 
 On November 18, I explored the Thematic Village, “Called…from sea to shining sea. ” While I was exploring 

the Thematic Village,  I visited the National Catholic Committee on Scouting booth.  Scout leaders handed out and talked 

about a religious meaning of the fidget spinner.  They talked about how Pope Francis explained the trinity through the  

fidget spinner.  There are three “leaves” of a fidget spinner (the Father, the Son, and the Holy  

Spirit), and when you spin it, it becomes one.  At the NCCS booth,  I met with Ed Gargiulo,  

National Chair  the of the National Catholic Committee on Scouting from 2001-2004.   An  

afternoon scouting breakout session was held entitled: “Scouting: How it fits Into Your Faith.”  

Facilitated by Jill Heink and Tolly Patten, the session invited Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts, and  

other participants in national youth serving organizations to discuss how their scouting  

experiences helped them grow in their Catholic faith.  The presentation also focused on  

missionary discipleship in scouting and how the Eagle Scout and Gold Award projects can  
serve as powerful evangelization tools in your parish, school, and in the wider community.  For the final session, I went to 

see Mikey Needleman, singer and guitar artist.  He explained how we need to keep our faith alive within us at all times.  

After the final session, NCYC held a closing Mass.  Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles presided over the mass.  It 

was a beautiful celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

Overall, I had a wonderful time at NCYC.  It taught me many valuable life lessons.  I learned how to use my 

talents to glorify God and how to glorify God by being a Boy Scout.  As a teen and a Boy Scout, I hope that every 

Catholic teen can attend this amazing event.  The next NCYC is slated for 2019 in Washington DC. 

 

 
 

 

 

**Pictured: Robert with Ed Gargiulo 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Stanley Olszewski 

 
Stanley was a leader of the Boy Scouts of 

America for decades and served as an assistant 

Scoutmaster and a Catholic Religious Emblems 

counselor for many years. He received the St. 

George Award in 1985. Well done faithful 

servant. 

May he rest in peace. 

 

 

DYC Report: Ten Commandment 

Hike 
Robert Lipnichan 

 

On Friday, November 24, 2017, I attended the 

Twelfth Annual Ten Commandment Hike in 

Pittsburgh.  The annual event is sponsored by 

the Jewish Committee on Scouting Laurel 

Highland Council.  Attended by over 100 

scouts, the event featured discussions of the 

Ten Commandments and visits to the following 

worship sites:  Rodef Shalom Synagogue, Holy 

Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church, St. Paul 

Cathedral, First Baptist Church, First Church of 

Christ Scientist, Heinz Chapel (representatives 

from Pittsburgh Buddhist Center and Hindu 

Jain Temple), and the St. Nicholas Greek 

Orthodox Church. 

This is the third time I have attended the Ten 

Commandment Hike.  I also participated in 

2010 and 2012.  If you have not attended a 

hike, plan on doing it!!!  It is a great way to 

explore various religious sites and to deepen 

your faith.  After the hike, I toured the 

Nationality Rooms at the Cathedral of Learning 

for a discounted price.  Other scouts visited 

Phipp’s Conservatory.  Admission to Phipp’s 

was free for scouts if they wore their Class A’s. 

As a movie buff, I really enjoyed the 

patch provided for this event.  It combined 

religious and comedic elements as it was a 

spoof of part of the Mel Brook’s film History 

of the World: Part 1.   
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  We wish you a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

Love, 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting 
 

Shelley BouSamra 

Fr. Mike Ackerman 
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Contact Us 

Name Position Email Phone 

Fr. Michael (Mike) Ackerman Scouting Chaplain mackerman@diopitt.org ___ 

Stephen (Steve) Bober Training - BSA Chair stephen.bober@pnc.com (412)-795-2494 

Shelley BouSamra Vice Chair - AHG cedartree94@verizon.net ___ 

Melissa Cooper GSWPA Representative mcooper@gswpa.org (412)-566-2570 

Greg Evans Religious Activities Chair - BSA mistere62@yahoo.com  ___ 

William (Bill) Jenkins Vice Chair - BSA 
bill.jenkins@thermofisher.com; 
wjenk1542@comcast.net (412)-292-8011 

Beth Licciardello Vice Chair - GS/CFG sbethtony@verizon.net (412)-221-1982 

Gerri Maurer CCOS Chair gmrmaurer@comcast.net ___ 

Christine Mellick Communications Chair christine.mellick@gmail.com (412)-638-0648 

Gary Roney 
Director for the Office for Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry groney@diopitt.org (412)-456-3112 

Dc. Robert (Bob) Stein Director of Scouting rstein@diopitt.org (412)-456-3112 

Abby Stewart DYC - GS ______ ___ 

Sara Tschudi Religious Activities Chair – GS/CF 
setschudi@verizon.net  

Bob Zelleznick BSA Council Representative 
bob.zelleznick@scouting.org  ___ 

Bridget Zipfel Training - GS Chair BZipfel@guttmanoil.com ___ 

 

Calendar at a Glance 
 

Annual Scout Retreat  Saturday, January 20, 2018 9:00 am   St. Paul’s Seminary 
 

General CCOS Meeting/ Thursday, March 1, 2018 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm St. Paul’s Seminary 

Last day to submit applications  

for emblems 
 

Annual Scout Convocation Sunday, April 22, 2018  2:30 pm  St. Paul’s Cathedral 
 

BSA/GS Emblems Training Thursday, May 17, 2018 7:00 pm   St. Paul’s Seminary 
 

Executive Board Meeting Thursday, June 7, 2018  6:00 pm  St. Paul’s Seminary 

mailto:mackerman@diopitt.org
mailto:cedartree94@verizon.net
mailto:mistere62@yahoo.com
mailto:sbethtony@verizon.net
tel:(412)%20456-3112
tel:(412)%20456-3112
mailto:setschudi@verizon.net
mailto:bob.zelleznick@scouting.org

